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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.243 

specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion. A vessel with a permit to fish for 
golden crab in the northern zone or the 
middle zone may fish only in that zone. 
A vessel with a documented length 
overall greater than 65 ft (19.8 m) with 
a permit to fish for golden crab in the 
southern zone may fish in that zone, 
consistent with the provisions of para-
graph (b)(3) of this section. A vessel 
may possess golden crab only in a zone 
in which it is authorized to fish, except 
that other zones may be transited if 
the vessel notifies NMFS Office for 
Law Enforcement, Southeast Region, 
St. Petersburg, FL, by telephone (727– 
824–5344) in advance and does not fish 
in a zone in which it is not authorized 
to fish. 

(3) Small-vessel sub-zone. Within the 
southern zone, a small-vessel sub-zone 
is established bounded on the north by 
24°15′ N. lat., on the south by 24°07′ N. 
lat., on the east by 81°22′ W. long., and 
on the west by 81°56′ W. long. No vessel 
with a documented length overall 
greater than 65 ft (19.8 m) may fish for 
golden crab in this sub-zone, and a ves-
sel with a documented length overall of 
65 ft (19.8 m) or less that is permitted 
for the southern zone may fish for gold-
en crab only in this sub-zone. 

(4) Procedure for changing zones. Upon 
request from an owner of a permitted 
vessel, the RA will change the zone 
specified on a permit from the middle 
or southern zone to the northern zone. 
No other changes in the zone specified 
on a permit are allowed. An owner of a 
permitted vessel who desires a change 
to the northern zone must submit his/ 
her request with the existing permit to 
the RA. 

(c) Transferring permits between ves-
sels—(1) Procedure for transferring. An 
owner of a vessel who desires a golden 
crab permit may request that NMFS 
transfer an existing permit or permits 
to his or her vessel by returning an ex-
isting permit or permits to the RA 
with an application for a permit for the 
replacement vessel. 

(2) Vessel size limitations on transfer-
ring. (i) To obtain a permit for the mid-
dle or southern zone via transfer, the 
documented length overall of the re-
placement vessel may not exceed the 
documented length overall, or aggre-
gate documented lengths overall, of the 

replaced vessel(s) by more than 20 per-
cent. The owner of a vessel permitted 
for the middle or southern zone who 
has requested that NMFS transfer that 
permit to a smaller vessel (i.e., 
downsized) may subsequently request 
NMFS transfer that permit to a vessel 
of a length calculated from the length 
of the permitted vessel immediately 
prior to downsizing. 

(ii) There are no vessel size limita-
tions to obtain a permit for the north-
ern zone via transfer. 

(d) Permit renewal. NMFS will not 
renew a commercial vessel permit for 
South Atlantic golden crab if the per-
mit is revoked or if the RA does not re-
ceive a required application for re-
newal within 6 months after the per-
mit’s expiration. See § 622.4(g) for the 
applicable general procedures and re-
quirements for permit renewals. 

§ 622.242 Recordkeeping and report-
ing. 

(a) Commercial vessel owners and oper-
ators. (1) The owner or operator of a 
vessel for which a commercial permit 
for golden crab has been issued, as re-
quired under § 622.240(a), who is selected 
to report by the SRD must maintain a 
fishing record on a form available from 
the SRD. 

(2) Reporting forms required in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section must be sub-
mitted to the SRD postmarked not 
later than 30 days after sale of the 
golden crab offloaded from a trip. If no 
fishing occurred during a calendar 
month, a report so stating must be sub-
mitted on one of the forms postmarked 
not later than 7 days after the end of 
that month. Information to be reported 
is indicated on the form and its accom-
panying instructions. 

(b) Dealers. A dealer who first re-
ceives South Atlantic golden crab must 
maintain records and submit informa-
tion as specified in § 622.5(c). 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 19496, Apr. 9, 2014] 

§ 622.243 Gear identification. 

(a) Golden crab traps and associated 
buoys—(1) Golden crab traps. A golden 
crab trap used or possessed in the 
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South Atlantic EEZ or on board a ves-
sel with a commercial permit for gold-
en crab must have the commercial ves-
sel permit number permanently affixed 
so as to be easily distinguished, lo-
cated, and identified; an identification 
tag issued by the RA may be used for 
this purpose but is not required. 

(2) Associated buoys. In the South At-
lantic EEZ, buoys are not required to 
be used, but, if used, each buoy must 
display the official number assigned by 
the RA so as to be easily distinguished, 
located, and identified. 

(3) Presumption of ownership. A golden 
crab trap in the EEZ will be presumed 
to be the property of the most recently 
documented owner. This presumption 
will not apply with respect to such 
traps that are lost or sold if the owner 
reports the loss or sale within 15 days 
to the RA. 

(4) Unmarked golden crab traps. An un-
marked golden crab trap or a buoy de-
ployed in the EEZ where such trap or 
buoy is required to be marked is illegal 
and may be disposed of in any appro-
priate manner by the Assistant Admin-
istrator or an authorized officer. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.244 At-sea observer coverage. 

(a) Required coverage. A vessel for 
which a Federal commercial permit for 
golden crab has been issued must carry 
a NMFS-approved observer, if the ves-
sel’s trip is selected by the SRD for ob-
server coverage. 

(b) Notification to the SRD. When ob-
server coverage is required, an owner 
or operator must advise the SRD in 
writing not less than 5 days in advance 
of each trip of the following: 

(1) Departure information (port, 
dock, date, and time). 

(2) Expected landing information 
(port, dock, and date). 

(c) Observer accommodations and ac-
cess. An owner or operator of a vessel 
on which a NMFS-approved observer is 
embarked must: 

(1) Provide accommodations and food 
that are equivalent to those provided 
to the crew. 

(2) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s communications 
equipment and personnel upon request 
for the transmission and receipt of 

messages related to the observer’s du-
ties. 

(3) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s navigation equip-
ment and personnel upon request to de-
termine the vessel’s position. 

(4) Allow the observer free and unob-
structed access to the vessel’s bridge, 
working decks, holding bins, weight 
scales, holds, and any other space used 
to hold, process, weigh, or store fish. 

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and 
copy the vessel’s log, communications 
logs, and any records associated with 
the catch and distribution of fish for 
that trip. 

§ 622.245 Prohibited species. 

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Female golden crabs. It is intended 
that no female golden crabs in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ be retained on 
board a vessel and that any female 
golden crab in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ be released in a manner 
that will ensure maximum probability 
of survival. However, to accommodate 
legitimate incidental catch and reten-
tion, the number of female golden 
crabs in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ retained on board a vessel may 
not exceed 0.5 percent, by number, of 
all golden crabs on board. See 
§ 622.250(a) regarding the prohibition of 
sale of female golden crabs. 

(c) Snapper-grouper aboard a golden 
crab vessel. South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper may not be possessed in whole, 
gutted, or filleted form by a person 
aboard a vessel fishing for or pos-
sessing golden crab in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ or possessing a 
golden crab trap in the South Atlantic. 
Only the head, fins, and backbone (col-
lectively the ‘‘rack’’) of South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper may be possessed for 
use as bait. 

§ 622.246 Area closures. 

(a) Golden crab trap closed areas. In 
the golden crab northern zone, a golden 
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